[Prevention of deep venous thrombosis of the leg by a very low molecular weight heparin fraction (CY 222) in patients with hemiplegia following cerebral infarction: a randomized pilot study (30 patients)].
The effectiveness and safety of a very low molecular weight heparin fraction were evaluated in the prevention of deep-vein thrombosis in patients confined to bed due to hemiplegia consecutive to a recent cerebral infarction. CY 222 was administered within 48 hours of the stroke by one single daily subcutaneous injection of 0.6 ml (= 15,000 U AXa IC) during 14 days. This randomized pilot study involved 30 patients. The effects of CY 222 were assessed in a group of 15 patients compared with a control group of 15 untreated patients. No deep-vein thrombosis was detected by the labelled fibrinogen test in the treated group, as against 12 patients in the control group. Six patients (3 in each group) died during the study. One case of lethal pulmonary embolism was observed and confirmed at autopsy in the control group. In the remaining 5 patients, no systematic autopsy which would have asserted the absence of pulmonary embolism or drug-induced haemorrhage was performed. Numerous standard laboratory tests confirmed that CY 222 was well tolerated.